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S-1946.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5807

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Conmttee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senators Stevens and Hargrove)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 19/07.

AN ACT Relating to child protective services training prograns;
addi ng a new section to chapter 44.28 RCW creating new sections; and
provi di ng expiration dates.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The Ilegislature recognizes that child
protective services enployees who pronote healthy, safe relationships
between children and famlies benefit fromtraining designed to inprove
t he efficacy and efficiency of child protective services
i nvestigations. The state has an inportant interest in helping to
pronote healthy, safe rel ationshi ps between children and famlies. The
state also has an interest in requiring intensive training for social
workers who are commtted to investigating the nost difficult child
protective services cases.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The secretary of the departnment of socia
and health services shall establish a pilot program focusing on
intensive child protective services training in two field offices of
the children's admnistration. The training and supporting field work
shal |l be attended by all child protective services workers assigned to
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the pilot sites and shall last for a total of ten days. |In selecting
the two field offices to participate in the program the secretary
shal | endeavor to site one in an urban office and the other in a rural
of fice.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The social workers who participate in
the intensive child protective services training program nmust attend
the training, either before they are assigned their own child
protective services caseload or as soon as possible after the pilot
program begi ns. Each social worker who participates shall, for the
duration of the training, and for the duration of the pilot program
receive a financial incentive fromthe departnent of social and health
services in recognition of the additional work undertaken as part of
the pilot program

(2) Al social workers who participate in the intensive child
protective services training program nust be trained for ten days
wi thin six nonths of June 30, 2007.

(3) The social workers who participate in the intensive child
protective services training program shall receive advanced
i nvestigative training devel oped by the departnent of social and health
services, in collaboration wth local |aw enforcenent, the attorney
general's office, and the northwest institute for children and famlies
at the University of Wshington in such areas as principles of
i nvestigations, critical thinking, interviewing wtnesses, analyzing
and preserving evidence, legal framework and policies, and witing
investigation reports. The training may al so include courses in staff
safety, including basic self-defense and handling volatile situations.
Participants in the program may also receive specialized training in
drug investigations.

(4) The social workers who participate in the intensive child
protective services training program shall receive training from
medi cal experts or child psychologists in such areas as recognizing
physi cal abuse injuries to children and assessing whether children
present synptons of self-nutilation or self-harm

(5) The children's adm nistration shall provide and social workers
in the pilot program are required to participate in other courses of
advanced training, in such areas as advanced critical thinking,
anal ysis, and techniques for conbating confirmatory bias. For the
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pur poses of this section, "confirmatory bias" neans the inclination to
enphasi ze evidence that tends to support a preexisting conclusion,
rather than continuing to objectively analyze new evi dence.

(6) Al social workers who participate in the intensive child
protective services training programshall show neasurabl e proficiency
in tools and skills that are the objective of the training, in a manner
that can be established by the departnent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 44.28 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The joint legislative audit and review commttee shall begin
evaluating the intensive child protective services training pilot
program at |east by Decenber 30, 2007, and nmake a report to the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 30, 2009.

(2) The joint legislative audit and review comnmttee shall design
its evaluation of the intensive child protective services training
pilot programto determne if the pilot program

(a) Produces nore efficient investigations, wth reports being
conpl eted nore qui ckly;

(b) Enhances staff norale and staff retention, as conpared to other
field offices;

(c) Cenerates higher quality reports, with docunented evi dence t hat
clearly supports findings of abuse or negl ect;

(d) Reduces the nunber of child abuse and neglect allegations
involving the sane children and famli es;

(e) Reduces the nunber of continuances or delays in court
proceedi ngs; or

(f) Reduces the nunber of dependency petitions that are di sm ssed
because there is insufficient evidence or there are problens with case
i nvestigations or docunmentation

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) Sections 1 through 3 of this act expire
July 1, 20009.
(2) Section 4 of this act expires July 1, 2010.

~-- END ---
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